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                                      NUNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting Held Wednesday 17th June 2021 

Meeting held at Chandlers Ridge Academy

Parish Councillors Present: Ros Davey, Morgan McClintock (Chair), Wade Tovey. 
In attendance: Angela Livingstone (NPC Clerk), Mr M Eccles, 2 residents(ML and RL).
1. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS
1.1 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence – Apologies had been received from Mieka Smiles, Stephen Thomason and Adrian Walker, all apologies were accepted. The Chair stated his congratulations to Cllr Smiles on her new position of Deputy Mayor. 
1.2 Declarations of Interest –There were no declarations of interest. The Chair reminded Councillors to complete the new declaration of interest form sent by the Clerk and return these promptly as the completion of these was a legal requirement. 




         ACTION: Councillors 
1.3 Co-option of new Parish Councillors

1.3.1 The Chair informed that 2 valid applications had been received. 

1.3.2 The first application was from Mr Mike Eccles who was attending the meeting. Mr Eccles commented that he was pleased to meet face to face after attending a number of online meetings. He stated that the Chair had asked for interest in becoming a Parish Councillor. He had considered what he was able to bring to the Parish Council and stated that he would do all he could especially when a perspective was required from the Redcar & Cleveland side of Nunthorpe.  The Chair proposed this application be accepted. This was seconded and approved by members of the council and Mr Eccles was welcomed as a Parish Councillor after signing the required documentation.   

1.3.3 A further application had been received from Mrs Carol McArdle. The Chair advised that unfortunately Mrs McArdle was unable to attend the meeting. He commented that Mrs McArdle had attended many meetings over the past year and was active with a wide range of interests and was a feisty campaigner. The Chair proposed that the application be accepted. This was seconded and approved by members of the council. The Clerk would ensure that relevant paperwork was completed.                                                   ACTION: Clerk 
1.3.4 Two further residents had advised an interest in joining the Parish Council and were attending the meeting to enable valid applications to be made. 

2.
APPROVAL OF 2020/2021 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL GOVERNANCE
2.1
Overview of 2020/21 Accounts (including external audit exemption) 

A. The Chair provided a break down of spending as follows:

 
 In-Year INCOME and EXPENDITURE – 

2018/19 Income  £ 8,000 
Expenditure £16,000, 
   In-year deficit. £ 8,000 

2019/20 Income £10,353 
Expenditure £10,638 
   In-year deficit. £ 285 

2020/21 Income £10,488.82  Expenditure £ 8,176.17     In-year surplus £ 2,312.64
B. Reserves / “Balances brought forward”


Annual deficits reduced the reserves from £17,000 (at the start of 2018/19), to just over £9,000 (at the start of 2019/20), to just under £9,000 (at the start of 2020/21). Due to the pandemic, reserves increased by over £2000 during 2020/21 to just over £11,000 (although authorised expenditure on a defibrillator has not yet been paid.)
C. 
Categories of Expenditure


Expenditure of approx. 
£8,000 in 2020/21 
(£10,500 in 2019/20) 

consisted of approximately – 

Salary and operating expenses. 
£5,500. 

(£6,000 in 2019/20) 

Donations and events. 

£1,000. 

(£2,000 in 2019/20) 

Equipment 



£1,000. 

(£2,000 in 2019/20) 

VAT. 



£ 500. 

(£500 in 2019/20)
D. Potential Funding Availability for 2021/22 

£10,000 income minus about £6,000 operating expenses - £4,000 

Plus, a proportion of the balance of £11,000 brought forward, (probably no more than £6,000 due to the need to retain a contingency sum of at least £5,000.) 

Therefore approximately £10,000 is available for allocation in 2020/21.
E. Potential Expenditure during 2021/22 

Donations - such as Community Events which generally included funding to the Community Council for the Summer Fayre and Children’s fun events, Nunthorpe and Marton Knitters, this group provided many items to brighten up Nunthorpe and support for residents, Nunthorpe in Bloom, recently becoming more active after time following restrictions of the pandemic.


Projects - such as the Neighbourhood Plan, grants had been received but additional money may be required. Defibrillator, this was to be ordered. Christmas Lighting, during the past two years additional motifs had been provided, the Parish Council could add to these. Ourgreenways Project which the Parish Council worked in partnership with.  Tubs to be replaced where needed.  Nunthorpe History Project, this had three archivists currently supporting the group.
F. 
Exemption from External Audit.


To certify Nunthorpe Parish Council as exempt form external audit for fiscal year 2020/21

Resolved that Nunthorpe Parish Council is exempt from external audit for the year 2020/21 as its annual turn-over does not exceed £25,000. Exemption certificate to be sent to Mazaars LLP and displayed on website.

2.2  
Receipts and Payments Account 2020/21

The Chair informed that all financial information had been received from the Clerk for the 20/21    Accounts. Parish Councillors were required to approve the annual return information. Councillors approved receipt and agreement of:

· The accounts summary

· The explanation of variances

· The Bank reconciliation

2.3
Fixed Asset Register

The Clerk had forwarded the Fixed Asset Register. Parish Councillors approved the document, this register showed the addition of the Christmas lights purchased in 2020.
2.4
Risk Assessment

The Chair discussed the Parish Council Risk Assessment, all agreed that the risks were minimal with no property owned, one part time employee and few activities. The risks were managed by employing an Experience qualified clerk, having an internal audit completed and financial information published online and send to Mazaars. The Parish Council ensured that the Insurance was reviewed annually to check that it was fit for purpose and the Parish Council also retains at least £5,000 in reserve for contingencies. The Clerk was asked to provide a Risk Assessment to the Parish Council for consideration of adopting a formal document.




                  



     ACTION: Clerk
2.5 Annual Governance and Accountability Return “Part 2”

2.5.1
Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4)

To note the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2020/21 included at page 4 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21
Resolved that Annual Internal Audit Report for 2020/21 included at page 4 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 be noted. To be displayed on website.
2.5.2 Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) 


To approve Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21 for Nunthorpe Parish Council on page 5 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21. 

Resolved that Nunthorpe Parish Council approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2020/21 for Nunthorpe Parish Council on page 5 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21. To be displayed on website.
2.5.3  Accounting Statements (Section 2) 
To approve Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21 for Nunthorpe Parish Council on page 6 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/2021 


Resolved that Nunthorpe Parish Council approve Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21 for Nunthorpe Parish Council on page 6 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/2021. To be displayed on website.
2.5.4
Publication of Documents

To approve the publication of documents required by Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, SI 2020/404 The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 


Resolved that, in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015,  SI 2020/404 The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities, Nunthorpe Parish Council will publish the additional documents on a public website: Certificate of Exemption, Analysis of variances, Bank Reconciliation to 31 March 2021, Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
3.
2021/22 EXPENDITURE TO APPROVE


The Chair advised that Cllr Tovey had spent many hours researching the best option of defibrillator to purchase and an invoice had been received. The purchase had already been approved at previous meetings, but the cost had a slight increase. The invoice received from Community Heartbeat was for £2718.00. Of this payment VAT of £453.00 would be reclaimed and there were contributions to be received, (£750 from Nunthorpe Community Council and £200 From the Premier Store). Cllr Tovey reminded that there was free online training provided with the defibrillator cost. 


The Clerk informed of an additional invoice received from Chandlers Ridge Academy for £30.


Parish Councillors approved the payments and the Clerk issued cheques as follows


Payee



Amount

Cheque number


Community Heartbeat 

£2718.00  

001247

Vision Academy Trust

£    30.00

001248


4.
PARISH COUNCIL CONSTITUTION AND ORGANISATION
4.1 
Parish Council meeting venues and dates


The Clerk had been asked to look at potential venues for a meeting space for the Parish Council as the Institute was not currently available to hire. The Clerk informed that when requesting information, she had considered the previously discussed intention to change the meeting date to a night which did not clash with the Middlesbrough Council full councillor meetings. The Deputy Chair suggested that the meeting day could change monthly to ensure that residents who struggled to attend on a specific night no longer had this problem.  It was acknowledged that a specific time of the month was easier to remember. Costs and availability had been discussed with the Chair and after sharing the information Parish Councillors agreed that the meeting date should change to a Thursday. It was agreed that the bi-monthly meetings would change to the third Thursday of the month and would continue at least in the immediate future at Chandlers Ridge Academy Hall at 7pm. 
4.2
Date, time, and items for next meeting TO AGREE


The Clerk advised that the next meeting had already been advertised as Wednesday 7th July 2021. She would explore availability and confirm if the meeting would be held on 7th or 15th of July. The Clerk later advised Councillors that the meeting would be held at 7pm on Wednesday 7th July at Chandlers Ridge Academy Hall and from September the date would change to the third Thursday evening bi monthly as discussed. The Chair questioned residents if there were any matters which they felt should be added to the next agenda. It was agreed that Nunthorpe in Bloom progress would be added. Cllr Tovey offered to question Middlesbrough Council regarding the areas of grass not being cut.                        ACTION: Cllr Tovey
Meeting ended 7.55pm.
Signed ……………………………………………….   Date ………………………………
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