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Parish Councillors Present: Morgan McClintock (Chair), Mieka Smiles, Stephen Thomason, Wade Tovey, 
Adrian Walker. 
 
In attendance: Angela Livingstone (NPC Clerk), James Hayton (NMPFA), Keith Parry & David Leyland 
(NCC), Carol Appleton (Community Gardening Cupboard), 1 resident. 
 
1. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 
1.1 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence - There were no apologies, Ros Davey did 

not manage to attend the meeting and gave her apologies later. 
 
2 NUNTHORPE VISION/NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
2.1  Nunthorpe Vision – Outcome of meetings  
2.1.1 The Chair stated that a letter had been sent to MC Mr Horniman thanking him for responding to 

queries raised at the last Parish Council meeting and for organising the big meetings.  It was 
questioned regarding the planning condition raised in 2014 by the Planning Inspector, this had 
stated the need for a park and ride or link road to be secured before development of Nunthorpe 
Grange. He responded that neither needed to be completed, just the need for a deliverable plan 
that mitigates the transport issues.   

2.1.2 A meeting had been held with Middlesbrough Council Mayor, the CEO and Mr Horniman, a 
summary had been circulated.  The meeting had focused on progressing the level of funding 
available for the community facility, thereafter papers had been prepared by Mr Horniman and an 
illustrated map and note on consultation had been circulated showing a large area for 
development and a comment on the need from Middlesbrough Council to have homes built for 
additional revenue. Details had been shared on Social Media the previous day, with 4,000 people 
reached through the different pages. Questions were raised on the size of the buildings shown 
which seemed to be too small and the lack of recreation facility for the size of the development. It 
was explained that the map was not to scale and that during the consultation it was now the time 
to raise questions. The lack of published name on the documents was queried, it was clarified that 
the details were composed from the big meetings held. It was proposed that some slight 
clarifications were made and a leaflet quickly printed and delivered to ensure a good start to the 
informal, staged, consultation process to allow residents to have a voice in plans at an early stage.  
From the document, only Miller and Carter Steakhouse had applied for planning permission. There 
could be the opportunity to influence the type of houses and the infrastructure.   

2.1.3 Meeting participants discussed that any individual or group could write giving their views.  It was 
commented that the Facebook page stated that Middlesbrough Council would publish information 
on Friday. Cllr Smiles believed this was to be a press release.   

2.1.4 Middlesbrough Council had confirmed that they would pay for the printing and delivery of a leaflet 
to Nunthorpe residents. Resolved details to be circulated to Parish Councillors and the group who 
attended the big meetings, a quick response was required to allow for a quick turnaround for 
printing and delivery.                 ACTION: Cllr Tovey 

2.1.5 The Clerk was progressing gaining information on other community centre expenditure to allow 
for understanding on costings. Cllr Tovey advised that he had also been chasing this and had been 
given some further contact details. A remote meeting had been suggested by Martin Harvey to 
discuss how the community centres worked. Cllr Smiles stated that she believed that the correct 
model would be similar to the Hemlington Community Centre run by Martin Landers. Resolved Cllr 
Smiles to organise a meeting together with Hemlington Community Council, Parish Councillors and 
the Clerk.                                                                                                                            ACTION: Cllr Smiles 
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2.2  Neighbourhood Plan – boundary  
The Chair informed that a response on a boundary map was still awaited from MC Mr P Clarke. He 
would progress.                             ACTION: Chair  

 
3.  NEW PROPOSALS 
3.1 Nunthorpe News  

The Chair had circulated a proposal for the Parish Council to decide if they wished to be involved 
in this publication after the editor had informed on Social Media that she was retiring. It was 
proposed that this proceed through discussions with other local groups and a request for possible 
volunteers, followed by the creation of a working party to draft a business plan.  The business plan 
would be looked at by the Parish Council to see if the Parish Council wished to proceed. Cllr Tovey 
informed of the discussions he had been involved in to date, he stated that as one of the Parish 
Councils functions was to communicate regularly with residents this could be a means to do so 11 
editions are currently printed per year. Resolved Parish Councillors approved that this be 
progressed in four stages as proposed by the Chair.                                                   ACTION: Cllr Tovey
                                                                                                                                                                              
Mr Hayton joined the meeting. 

 
3.2 Christmas Lights  

The Clerk had been asked to identify three possible lampposts and Christmas lights, details of 
which had been circulated. A suggested location which would not have the issue with tree growth 
as had been a concern the previous year was the end of Guisborough Road just before the 
junction with Dixons Bank. Costs for the motifs were around a total of £700, the installation cost 
for them was anticipated based on the previous year of £440. This was a total cost of £1140 plus 
VAT for the initial purchase and installation. If no further lights were purchased the cost for this 
year would be £270 plus VAT to erect the existing fittings which included the additional fittings 
purchased the previous year.  Whilst Parish Councillors felt this was a significant cost it was 
confirmed that this had been agreed in principle the previous year and was a tangible item which 
would last for years to come. The Chair stated that there would also be the additional ongoing 
installation costs of around £130 per year for the new three fittings. Resolved Parish Councillors 
approved and the Clerk would progress the permission from Middlesbrough Council and the 
purchase of lights.                              ACTION: Clerk 

              
3.3 Defibrillators 

The Chair informed that the Parish Council had been offered a discount of £200 from the price of a 
defibrillator. When the Clerk progressed the costs for the items it was found after the discount 
that these varied from just over £1000 to £1425 dependant on installation indoors or outdoors. 
There was also the need for an electricity supply and any installation cost. There was the need for 
limited monitoring activities which needed committing to.  Cllr Tovey informed that the 
information passed from Cllr Carole Morgan had been that their Community Officer completed the 
tasks from a simple check list on the unit at Nunthorpe Shops. It was questioned if there was 
research to support the best location and if there was information on the usage of defibrillators in 
communities. Mr Hayton informed that there was a defibrillator at the Recreation Club in 
Nunthorpe but access was limited. Resolved Cllr Tovey and Mr Parry would research and report 
back.                                                                                                                                 ACTION: Cllr Tovey
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4. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD JUNE 2020 AS A TRUE AND CORRECT 
RECORD AND RECEIVE INFORMATION ON MATTERS ARISING 
 

4.1  Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 3rd June 2020.  The Chair to sign 
the minutes. Clerk to add to the Parish Council website.                                                   ACTION: Clerk 

 
4.2  Matters arising from the minutes, not arising elsewhere on the agenda.  
4.2.1 Public Rights of Way – A response was awaited from MC Mr S Williams.  Cllr Smiles added that she 

had questioned the legality of the signs erected stating it was a private estate, Cllrs agreed that Mr 
Williams had confirmed that despite land being privately owned there was the right to walk 
through it at some points. It was queried whether permission was sought for the signs. Resolved 
Cllr Walker would progress with the Clerk in two weeks.                                        ACTION: Cllr Walker 

4.2.2 Volunteers Community support – This support had been used widely at the beginning of 
lockdown and led by Cllr Smiles and Cllr Tovey. The Chair thanked the Councillors for their work 
and asked that the volunteers were thanked for the support and be advised that requests had 
dwindled, contact should be maintained in case of a second spike of Covid-19, the thanks of the 
Parish Council should be included.                                                             ACTION: Cllr Smiles/Cllr Tovey 

4.2.3 Fireworks – At the last meeting it was agreed that The Chair and Vice Chair should progress, there 
had since been a productive meeting and a follow up was needed. Mr Hayton informed that the 
Club Secretary was working on condensing the overview he wrote. He had requested a trustee to 
chair the next meeting. The Chair stated that another telephone conversation should take place 
within a week.                                                                                                         ACTION: Chair/Cllr Tovey 

4.2.4 Green waste disposal – A response was awaited from MC Mr G Field regarding the frequency of 
collections and the use of the Haverton Hill site. Resolved Cllr Walker to progress with the Clerk in 
two weeks.                  ACTION: Cllr Walker 

4.2.5 Wood-chipping – Cllr Tovey informed of discussions with MC Mr Field who had thought that wood 
chipping would be a good idea to take forward. Cllr Walker informed of giving wood chippings to a 
Mandale group to use round trees. Concerns were voiced regarding health and safety with the 
machine if it was hired to residents as all agreed difficulties bringing waste to a central place. All 
agreed that if Middlesbrough council could provide some type of facility such as parking a unit at 
places in the community at set times this could help with the reduced number of collections.  
Resolved Cllr Tovey to progress.                                                                                     ACTION: Cllr Tovey                                                                                                             

 
5. UPDATE ON PROJECTS / ACTIVITIES 
5.1.  Traffic issues  

The Chair stated that there had been a request to MC Mr Farnham to progress the reduction in 
speed and plans for the junction works at Brass Castle Lane as soon as possible. Resolved Cllr 
Walker to progress with the Clerk in two weeks.                      ACTION: Cllr Walker
         

5.2  Ourgreenways Project (including sponsorship and community allotment)   
5.2.1 Cllr Tovey informed that planned activities were on hold due to Covid-19, he believed that the 

delay in spending would be allowed due to the circumstances. He had been in discussions with 
Robin Evershed from the Plymouth Brethren regarding a donation for benches and a map of 
Nunthorpe.  

5.2.2 Mrs Appleton updated the meeting regarding the Community Cupboard that she was involved 
with, she advised this had started with a small table outside of her house, she then found the Food 
is Free site which showed the Community Kitchen idea. CIC had supported and provided the 
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cupboard, with seeds and compost, five of these had been provided across Middlesbrough. She 
had added some plants, seeds and pots and advertised on Social Media. The cupboard had been in 
use for three weeks and had been well received but the key to this was swopping items. There had 
been discussions with Ourgreenways regarding a Community Allotment. Mrs Appleton advised 
that she would be happy to help set this up if a place was provided. Cllr Smiles stated that this was 
a fantastic initiative for Nunthorpe and she had circulated a map of the council owned areas in 
Nunthorpe to start discussions of where this may fit. She added that if a group could be set up, 
community funding could be applied for up to £1500 from Middlesbrough Council.  It was 
suggested that this could be brought up under the Nunthorpe Vision.  The Chair stated that the 
duty to provide an allotment was for Middlesbrough Council as the Parish Council did not own any 
land. Mr Hayton stated that the northern part of the entrance into the Recreation club could be 
used if Middlesbrough Council could offer them some extra land in place of this. Cllr Tovey stated 
that this project clearly fits with Ourgreenways and the overall vision of Nunthorpe. Cllr Smiles 
asked for comment on preferred locations from the map circulated. She would then forward to 
those attending the Parish Council meeting.                                                                    ACTION: All Cllrs                                                                                               

5.3  Nunthorpe in Bloom  
 Mr Parry informed that he had been contacted by the Bloom group and was working on tubs and 

was awaiting the next meeting.  All agreed the need for a full list of tubs looked after by the group 
and a list of those who looked after them. The group were in need of support, the leaders of the 
group had informed they were not consistently available and people were interested in providing 
the support. The Parish Council had requested to help. Resolved Mr Parry was asked to further 
progress on behalf of the community.   

5.4  History Society 
There had been agreement at the last meeting to support this. This had been discussed at the 
Community Council meeting and details of the webpage shared on Facebook. A poster had been 
produced which would be displayed on the noticeboards and contact made with Mr T Warwick 
who was happy to support.  Notice to be shared on any social media sites.                       ACTION: All 

 
6. REPORTS 
6.1 Clerk’s report – The Clerk had identified some correspondence which was not covered elsewhere 

on the agenda. There had been contact from residents regarding overgrown trees and the 
construction of a drive, both had been referred to Middlesbrough Council who it was believed 
would respond. There had been information on online training which the Clerk urged Councillors 
to take up as this was free training which was not normally offered. Information had been 
received from NetZero, it was believed this was regarding a Gas fired power station at Wilton, the 
Clerk would forward any further information.                                                                      ACTION: Clerk 

6.2 Ward Councillors’ Reports - The Clerk informed that there had been no written reports received.  
6.2.1 Ward Cllr Smiles apologised for not getting a written report through to the Parish Council and gave 

a verbal report. She advised that the volunteering had dwindled now and agreed that an email 
would be sent to thank the volunteers. The Village Green project was progressing with a report 
drafted by Mr P Clarke ready to be presented to the Executive Committee for decision. There had 
been a question on drainage on the site.  Cllr Smiles had progressed a Wildflower Meadow along 
Stainton Way, with some flowers in bloom. She stated that some signage was needed as this could 
look untidy if it was not understood.  She added the need to progress the Community Speed 
Watch initiative now that lockdown was easing. She agreed to liaise with Cllr Walker. Other items 
progressed had been the welcome pack which was now available and the bench which was now in 
place at the Avenue play area from the leftover money from the revamp.  
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6.2.2 The Wildflower Meadow was discussed, Mr Leyland stated that he had tried to instigate this 15-
months previously and welcomed the initiative. He stated that he had met with Middlesbrough 
Council officers when he was a Parish Councillor regarding the lack of maintenance at the Avenue 
field area. He had drafted a letter which the previous Chair felt unnecessary. He stated there were 
two dead trees which were still in-situ and that Middlesbrough Council had not followed through 
with agreements from that meeting.  The Chair asked Mr Leyland to provide Cllr Smiles with a 
written outline of this important contextual information. Resolved: Cllr Smiles to progress.              
ACTION: Cllr Smiles 

6.2.3 Two residents stated that Speed Watch would be very welcome as there had been a significant 
increase in speed and noise from cars and motorbikes on Dixons Bank and across Nunthorpe.  

6.3.  Community Council Report – Cllr Tovey informed that the Community Council had now met twice 
by Zoom remote meetings and discussed various items. Litter picks were to return and the litter 
pickers were to be returned to Ward Cllr Rathmell who advised these were his and Community 
Council pickers to be obtained.  

6.4   NMPFA minutes – The NMPFA Chair was questioned on minutes not being received from the 
December 2019 and February 2020 meetings and any meetings held remotely after the meeting 
on 11th March. Mr Hayton advised that he would send the contact details to the clerk to request 
these. He advised of discussions regarding a page on the website to show all minutes.                
ACTION: Clerk  

6.5  Other Reports - The time taken for the minutes to be added to the website was questioned. The 
Clerk informed that if there was agreement and replies were sent earlier by Parish Councillors, the 
minutes could be added to the website in draft form.   

 
7. PLANNING / LICENSING APPLICATIONS – discussion on applications received, there were no 

objections.  
7.1  Crown raising of 1 Oak tree and 1 Ash tree to rear The Old Vicarage Church LaneTS7 0PD, Ref. No: 

20/0301/TPO  
 
8. PARISH COUNCIL CONSTITUTION AND ORGANISATION 
8.1 Functions of the Parish Council – The Chair informed that since the previous meeting he had been 

looking to find the functions of Nunthorpe Parish Council to enable understanding of functions to 
discharge. He was still awaiting a reply from Middlesbrough Council Legal Dept regarding what 
functions were agreed when the Parish Council was formed. Cllr Tovey informed that the Clerk had 
repeatedly shown concern regarding activities between meetings and he therefore read a draft 
proposal for agreement as follows.  

8.1.1 As the first duty of the Parish Council is to improve the community facilities and life  for residents in 
Nunthorpe, it's essential that all Parish Councillor, and the Parish Clerk, engage with residents as 
often as is practicable to pick up issues of concern, with any clarification necessary, feeding back 
this information to the NPC through email, a verbal statement, a written report, or a proposal that 
can be considered at the next NPC meeting, supplemented by any email updates where issues may 
go beyond the next meeting. At no time should Parish Councillors give any promises of action, oth-
er than discussion, but should always be willing to listen to issues that are raised with them, and 
also should seek opinions on matters that have been raised at the NPC and upon which no decision 
has been made.         

8.1.2 Mr Hayton enquired if this could be circulated to the attendees at the meeting. ACTION:Cllr Tovey 

https://publicaccess.middlesbrough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QBLGRBKULKS00&activeTab=summary
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8.1.3 Councillors felt that the approach proposed would allow Parish Councillors to progress easier and 
agreed the matter in principle. Resolved agreed subject to reflection on the precise wording.                      
Cllr Tovey to circulate the wording.                                                                                ACTION: Cllr Tovey 

Mr Leyland left the meeting.   
8.2 Revised code of conduct – The Chair stated that information had been received stating the need 

to comment on the amended Code of Conduct by 17th August. The Clerk had attempted to find in-
formation on what changes had been made to the document but had so far been unsuccessful. It 
was agreed that this would be progressed by email if any comment was to be made on the consul-
tation.              ACTION: Clerk  

8.3 Co-option -The Clerk informed that there had been no requests for information. The statutory pe-
riod for the notice from Middlesbrough Council had passed and she would ensure that notification 
of Co-option at the September meeting was displayed in early August.                          ACTION: Clerk 

8.4 Financial Report - The Clerk advised on Expenditure since the previous meeting, this had been for 
the Parish Clerk salary in June £314.63 and a Zoom June payment £14.39.  There had been a fur-
ther invoice provided for the leaflet delivery for the volunteers initiative £90.00. She advised that 
the VAT claim had been entered at a value of £521.02. 

8.5 Approval of Accounts - The Chair informed that all financial information had been received from 
the Clerk for the 19/20 Accounts. Parish Councillors were required to approve the annual return 
information. He added that despite still holding a good reserve the council had spent £268 over 
the income the previous year and around £8,000 above the previous year which had reduced the 
reserves. He added that he was assured that financial matters were secure. 

8.5.1 To certify Nunthorpe Parish Council as exempt form external audit for fiscal year 2019/20 
Resolved that Nunthorpe Parish Council is exempt from external audit for the year 2019/20 as its 
annual turn-over does not exceed £25,000. Exemption certificate to be sent to Mazaars LLP and 
displayed on website. 

8.5.2  To note the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2019/20 included at page 4 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20 
Resolved that Annual Internal Audit Report for 2019/20 included at page 4 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20 be noted. To be displayed on website. 

8.5.3 To approve Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 for Nunthorpe Parish Council on 
page 5 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20.  
Resolved that Nunthorpe Parish Council approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 
2019/20 for Nunthorpe Parish Council on page 5 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return 2019/20. To be displayed on website. 

8.5.4 To approve Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2019/20 for Nunthorpe Parish Council on page 6 of 
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/2020  
Resolved that Nunthorpe Parish Council approve Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2019/20 for 
Nunthorpe Parish Council on page 6 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
2019/2020. To be displayed on website. 

8.5.5 To approve the publication of documents required by Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the 
Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, SI 2020/404 The Accounts and Audit 
(Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities  
Resolved that, in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit 
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015,  SI 2020/404 The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2020 and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities, Nunthorpe 
Parish Council will publish the additional documents on a public website: Certificate of Exemption, 
Analysis of variances, Bank Reconciliation to 31 March 2020, Notice of the period for the exercise 



Nunthorpe Parish Council 
Minutes of Parish Meeting Held Wednesday 1st July 2020 

 

Page 7 of 7 
 

of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015. 

8.6 Webpage accessibility audit – The Chair stated that the Clerk had forwarded information on this 
matter and reiterated the need to complete the action. The website provider had sent a costing to 
update the website to ensure compliance with a plan needed to be in place by 23rd September. He 
stated concern at the high cost of over £700, with only £4,000 discretionary spending.  Resolved 
the Clerk would liaise with the provider regarding the cost and inform further following attending 
a webinar on the needs.  Details on ensuring compliance would be progressed over the summer. A 
resident offered to support if he could in this area, the Clerk would progress this.                                    
ACTION: Clerk 

8.7 Clerks contract of employment – The Chair informed that discussions continued on the details for 
the job description with details from the standing orders and some input from the Middlesbrough 
Council Monitoring Officer.  

8.8 Date and Time of Next meeting 2nd September 2020 at 7pm, The Chair stated that information 
had been received from NALC regarding continuing with remote meetings and the need for risk as-
sessments prior to face to face meetings, it was therefore planned to meet virtually in September.  

8.9 Matters for next agenda – Mr Parry asked if the Parish Council could find if there was any progress 
with replacing the dog bins with combined bins especially the bin off Mickleby Close and on the 
Avenue field and the lack of bins at the west side of Mallowdale. Resolved Cllr Smiles and Cllr 
Walker to progress this.                                                                      ACTION: Cllr Smiles and Cllr Walker 

 
 
 
   
Signed ……………………………………………….   Date ………………………………… 


