Nunthorpe Parish Council (Zoom meeting)
Minutes of Parish Meeting Held Wednesday 2nd December 2020


Parish Councillors Present: Ros Davey, Morgan McClintock (Chair), Mieka Smiles, Stephen Thomason, Wade Tovey, Adrian Walker. 
In attendance: Angela Livingstone (NPC Clerk), Mr S Iredale (regarding bench), Ms D Shaughnessy MC (attended the meeting briefly but had connection issues), Mr D Leyland (Nunthorpe Community Council), 7 residents, Ward Cllr Jon Rathmell.
1. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS
1.1 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence – All Parish Councillors were present at the meeting. 
1.2 Declarations of Interest – There were no declarations made regarding items on this month’s agenda. 

2.
NUNTHORPE ENVIRONMENT 

2.1. 
Community Safety Update – MC Ms Shaughnessy had left the meeting and this was not discussed.
2.2. 
Bench in Old Nunthorpe (email from S I) – The Chair informed of communication from Mr Iredale and from Sabic regarding the concrete plinth installed. He added that there were two issues. The first issue was the need for consent to have the bench on the land and to consult with residents regarding the site of the bench. Despite earlier consultation with MC Officers there had been no wider consultation and the widow sponsoring the bench was concerned at the lack of progress. Mr Iredale stated that MC had agreed where to site the bench and that Sabic were now aware of the bench and the issue was resolved. 

2.2.1 The next issue was regarding maintenance and insurance. Middlesbrough Council had granted permission for the bench and agreed to take responsibility for insurance as long as an annual inspection showed that maintenance had taken place.  Mr Iredale stated that progress was being sought through Mr Ward at MC and he informed of hopes that the community would take on the maintenance. He informed that there were metal prongs on the bench to prolong the life of the bench, but there would be the need for annual varnishing.  The Chair stated that the Parish Council had never previously been approached to maintain any equipment and that this was normally the remit of MC who had staff.  He enquired if Parish Councillors were prepared to take on the maintenance, this may require volunteers or an annual cost for the work and the cost of varnish, he suggested an annual cost of £100. The iconic design of the bench was commented on. 

Resolved: Parish Councillors were unanimously in favour of supporting the maintenance.  

2.2.2
Cllr Smiles advised that she was thinking of putting notes through letterboxes in Nunthorpe Village advising the details. A resident commented concern that there had been no consultation prior to the concrete block being sited.  She was assured that it had been believed that everything was in place. All agreed that the concept of the bench was welcomed and any issues could be addressed. Cllr Tovey proposed that he compose a note and deliver the leaflet. Resolved: Consultation with residents was unanimously approved by the Parish Council.  Mr Iredale offered to provide additional images and Cllr Smiles informed that she would help deliver                       ACTION: Cllr Tovey                                                             
2.3. 
Guisborough Road Issues (email from J B) – The Chair informed of correspondence from a resident, raising issues on the overgrown hedge, the footpath and issues about traffic and speeding. MC responded that nothing can be done about the footpath; monitoring was in place on the road and the overgrown hedge had been referred to Area Care. It was understood that there were surveys by Taylor Wimpy and work ongoing on the Baseline Study which could be relevant. Discussions on speed limits and concerns of speeding on Guisborough Road and Dixons Bank were discussed, plans were in place to reduce the limit to 30mph on Dixons Bank, it was proposed that Guisborough Road speed limit should be reduced to 20mph.  The lack of a place for police cars to carry out speed checks and the number of serious accidents on the road were also commented on.   Ward Cllr Rathmell stated that he felt that Guisborough Road should be a priority for the Parish Council.  The Chair stated that Dixons Bank had been a concern due to the widening of the road which had been opposed, this caused increased speeding. Cllr Smiles stated that the narrow footpath was a particular issue especially with social distancing needing people to walk onto Guisborough Road.  The Chair agreed the need to progress, this could be looked at in conjunction with Nunthorpe Grange and a possible footpath at the opposite side of the road. Resolved: The Parish Council agreed to ask MC to reduce the speed on Guisborough Road to 20mph.  

                                                                                                                                                       ACTION: Cllr Walker

2.4. 
Nunthorpe Walks and Trees – Cllr Tovey reported that Ourgreenways had looked at where to site some additional benches. He had spoken with a local farmer who had suggested the wood on the right of Church Lane. Following discussions with an MC officer there had been agreement that the Parish Council could adopt the wood as a nature reservation for a peppercorn rate. There had been agreement on a site for a bench and the need to remove a couple of dangerous trees. Cllr Tovey informed that Ourgreenways money could help with development and other funding could be obtained.  Resolved: The Parish Council agreed in principle for NPC and Ourgreenways to progress this and look towards a consultation. 
NUNTHORPE VISION/NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
3.1. 
Current Planning Issues relating to Nunthorpe Grange

(a) 
Medical Centre – The Chair informed that the proposals had been discussed at the “Big Meeting”. Following refinements, the plans had been submitted for planning permission. There had been concerns regarding the sharp turn planned and an alternative route had been proposed by the Parish Council, it was acknowledged that the Parish Council did not to want to delay the building whilst debating the road. A resident questioned if the proposed Medical Centre would offer a normal GP practice or just offer services, he stated concerns that the current surgery was shut. The Chair stated that from discussions he believed that the intention was to use this as a fully functioning surgery.   Ward Councillors confirmed that they had seen the plans which showed a number of consultation rooms. Ward Cllr Rathmell stated concerns on the limited car parking which may impact the success of the surgery. The Chair stated that the Parish Council submission did talk of the need to ensure no need for parking on the streets. A resident of Stokesley Road stated his thanks to the Parish Council for the work they completed. He informed that his main concern was the parking, especially with the limited visibility pulling out of driveways. Ward Cllr Rathmell advised that he had written to residents informing the MC Officer email address to address concerns. 
(b)
Persimmon Site – The Chair informed that the original application for 97 properties had been rejected, the new proposal was for 77 properties. A meeting had been held involving all landowners, developers and the Parish Council to ensure joint discussions. A further meeting was held with Persimmon, at which Persimmon was informed that 77 properties is unacceptable and a total entitlement should be 58. It was discussed that the developers were not working to the planning documents and that MC should put forward a statement confirming the maximum housing permitted on the Nunthorpe Grange site. The Chair stated that MC had been reminded of the need for allocations before applications. 
(c) 
Plymouth Brethren Relocation – The Chair informed that there were two concerns 1. regarding the issue of the space to be vacated and 2. the proposed site in Church Lane. Ward Cllr Smiles informed that she had been surprised by the lack of objections to plans for the old site with only one from the Parish Council and one from herself. She found that residents felt that the plans would decrease traffic and housing would be more attractive. A resident questioned if there were plans to dispose of the other sites owned by the Plymouth Brethren in the area, this was unknown. The Chair informed that the Parish Council’s view was clear, when 7 properties were proposed for the old site it was not in line with policy for any house building as a point of principle. He added that until a coherent plan was in place the Parish Council would object to any planned building on this site unless residents advised otherwise. The Chair informed that the proposed purchase and building on Church Lane would be discussed at the Nunthorpe Vision meeting, he added that the Parish Council had always drawn a line that there would be no building on the opposite side of the bypass. He stated that he felt that the single low-rise building was preferable to houses, but worried that there may be homes planned between the land separating the two churches. This would be discussed further at the Nunthorpe Vision meeting which would involve attendees including the Mayor and the MP.  Cllr Rathmell stated his issue with the sale of the land never being part of the plan, this was being forced on residents without consultation. There had been no exploration of options for the new site which was never on the strategic asset register to be disposed. He stated surprise that the Parish Council were not more concerned. The Chair stated that the Parish Council had opposed the roundabout but permission had been granted and an objection could be made at the stage when a construction proposal went for planning application as was the normal process. It was agreed that without full details it was difficult for residents to have an opinion. Cllr Thomason enquired what Ward Cllr Rathmell hoped to achieve with the challenge he had made, of with which Cllr Rathmell wished the Parish Council to become involved. Cllr Rathmell informed that there had been no research, only a concept and he wanted this taken back to the drawing board and residents listened to. Cllr Thomason questioned the Parish Council’s views on supporting this and if they should inform Middlesbrough Council that it was felt that the Parish Council and residents were ignored. Ward Cllr Rathmell stated that there was the power to stop this as it was not on the Local Plan. The Chair stated that review was within the terms of reference of Nunthorpe Vision. Resolved: Councillors voted one in favour of supporting Cllr Rathmell’s proposal, one abstention and four against. Cllr Tovey stated that the Parish Council made its views clear and believed there was the opportunity to speak to all key people to express views through Nunthorpe Vision. The Chair agreed that the Parish Council could reconsider the Parish Councils position on the current and proposed sites of the Plymouth Brethren church after the Nunthorpe Vision meeting, and reconvene if the Nunthorpe Vision meeting revealed new issues. Cllr Rathmell stated that talking did not achieve anything and there was the need to ensure the formal process was followed. He then left the meeting for a prior engagement. 
3.2. 
Developments relating to Nunthorpe Vision

(a) 
Strategic developments – The Chair stated that a meeting of the Nunthorpe Vision group was to be held the following week. He stated the importance of trying to get all parties to have the same aim. He informed that the value of a baseline study had been agreed at the Nunthorpe Vision meeting and the Parish Council had been invited to help select consultants for the work, which would also benefit the Neighbourhood Plan. 
(b) 
Community Centre (requested by DL) – Mr Leyland informed that a previous questionnaire which had been sent to residents had received offers of support on an advisory group from six people. He added that he had put a brief draft budget plan together. He stated the he had heard that Middlesbrough Council had been looking for grants.  The Chair stated that land was required, it was hoped that this could be part of the development beside the doctor’s surgery site, then funding was needed. Cllr Smiles informed that the council were hoping to hear if they had been successful with the Towns fund grant in the next few weeks. She added that she had asked for an update on the s106 monies due to Nunthorpe and the amount of the possible funds from the sale of land for the Plymouth Brethen site. She felt that there would be a pot of around £250,000. 
3.3. 
Developments relating to Neighbourhood Plan – The Chair stated that there was an enormous amount of work being completed by Cllr Tovey. He informed of a leaflet/questionnaire which was to be delivered with the Greater Nunthorpe News magazine, after going to the Nunthorpe Vision meeting. There was the need for the support of the community for the designation of the plan area as greater Nunthorpe. The consultants were checking the leaflet and responses would be collated. One of the consultants was talking to both Middlesbrough and Redcar & Cleveland Councils and seeking to facilitate the process. This work would enable greater say in planning and clarity for Nunthorpe.
4.
UPDATE ON PROJECTS / ACTIVITIES 

4.1. 
Christmas Community Activities – The Chair informed that he had been tasked with speaking with the Mayor regarding this matter and, after initial encouragement, he had received a later response that no food initiatives were planned, the Mayor was keen to tie in any work and link with existing charities.  It was advised that an appeal for toys tied in with the Greater Nunthorpe News edition and the Community Council meeting which was looking at linking with other schemes across the town. The Chair informed that he would forward the response from the Mayor to Mr Tate. 





                                                                                               ACTION: Chair
4.2. 
Waste Management – The Chair stated that the main objection about bins had been that the Parish Council didn’t feel the plans fit in with a comprehensive way forward. This would be followed up again in the New Year. 








 
4.3. 
Area Care – The Chair informed that Cllr Walker had sent information through on a number of Area Care matters which had been completed. 
4.4. 
Bridleways and Pedestrian Rights of Way – The Chair advised that Cllr Walker had kept the Parish Council informed and met with residents and MC officers. Cllr Walker asked if emails could be shared with interested residents this was agreed and Cllr Walker would continue to progress. 

                                                                                                                                                       ACTION: Cllr Walker  
4.5. 
Traffic Issues – The Chair stated that Cllr Walker had followed up the plans for the junction with Brass Castle Lane. 
4.6. 
Nunthorpe in Bloom – Cllr Tovey stated that Mr Leyland had been completing work with Mr Parry. He was in contact with Mrs Thompson and progress would be made in the New Year. There had been an email from a resident regarding ideas for Wildflower meadows along Stainton Way. Emails had been exchanged with MC Mr R Ward, he explained that wildflower meadows were expensive to set up with ground preparation and seeds. There was less need to cut grass and this was being looked at. It was discussed that the Council had sprayed off some areas to plant wild flowers at ground at the dinosaur park. Cllr Smiles informed that a natural wildflower meadow was being encouraged this year and time was needed to see what grew naturally. Resolved: Ideas for Wildflower meadows should be considered within the overall context of Nunthorpe in Bloom. 
4.7. 
Nunthorpe News (including competitions)- Cllr Tovey informed that the next edition of the magazine had been sent to the printers with articles included from the Mayor and MP Simon Clarke. He informed that there had been a number of entries of photographs and a couple of entries of logos for the Parish Council competition. Logo entries to be sent to the Parish Councillors. The magazine should be ready to distribute from 11th December.  



       ACTION: Cllr Tovey 
4.8. 
Fireworks Fund- Cllr Tovey informed that the Community Council had discussed the matter and there had been further emails exchanged with Mr Hayton, it was hoped that the matter would be resolved within the next two weeks.  
5.0 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH NOVEMBER 2020 AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD AND RECEIVE INFORMATION ON MATTERS ARISING

5.1 
Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 4th November 2020.  The Chair to sign the minutes. Clerk to add to the Parish Council website.                                      ACTION: Clerk                                               

5.2. 
Matter arising from Minute 6.2.1, Councillor Smiles expressed concern about the discussion on her written report to the Parish Council, considered in her absence.  She noted that the minute recorded negative comments from residents about her application for an allocation of £15,000 from the “Small Members Scheme” towards road safety improvements around Chandlers Ridge Academy, without acknowledgment of the safety concerns of parents, and without attribution of the negative comments, while incorrectly implying that there had been communication between the two Nunthorpe Ward Councillors about feedback from residents.  Councillor Smiles stated that several possible measures are under consideration, and confirmed that any specific proposal from Council Officers will be subject to the usual consultative process, including liaison with the Parish Council. 
6. REPORTS

6.1 Clerk’s report – The Clerk informed that there were no additional matters of correspondence which were not being discussed elsewhere in the meeting. 
6.2 Ward Councillors’ Reports - There had been no written report received. 
6.3 NMPFA minutes – Minutes of meeting held 15.10.20 received. 
6.4 Nunthorpe Community Council – report received. 
7. PLANNING / LICENSING APPLICATIONS – 
7.1
Updates

(a) Planning Portal – The Chair informed that the Scrutiny Committee had decided not to put forward the concern from the Parish Council regarding the Planning Portal. They were investigating eight other matters. 
(b) West Moor View – The Chair informed that the Parish Council had commented on the application, the trees would be preserved but two homes were to be built. 
(c) Ford Close – The Chair advised that a strong objection had been made, the application was for 69 properties, there had only been permission for 50 and the plans didn’t comply with a number of issues.
(d) Levington Wynd – The Chair informed that this application had been a retrospective planning application. He reminded that a neighbour had complained that the Parish Council had not objected, this was prior to the application being seen. He stated that residents needed to submit applications for far smaller alterations and there should not be a benefit from not adhering to rules. Cllr Smiles informed that she had spoken with the resident and had objected as a Ward Councillor.  
7.2. 
New Applications - Parish Councillors discussed the applications received.
7.2.1
Single storey extension to rear 3 Marton Moor Road Ref. No:20/0708/PNH – no comment.

7.2.2
Removal of 3no Yew trees and 1no Bay tree Land at Grey Towers Hall Wyke Lane Ref. No :20/0696/TCA - The planning department was awaiting further information on this application which was within a conservation area. Cllr Walker had spoken with the planning officer and felt that an objection should be made, he stated that it was likely to be rejected for the removal and a preference of light pruning made. A resident stated that when she had understood which trees were involved, she would be putting in a strong objection.                                    ACTION: Cllr Walker 
7.2.3
Change of use of former pump house to 1no dwellinghouse The Red House Church Lane Ref. No:20/0670/FUL – The Chair informed that MC had objected to this, he would write an objection for the Parish Council as this was a new residential development.                                  ACTION: Chair
7.2.4
Erection of fence at side 14 Collingham Drive Ref. No:20/0666/FUL – Cllr Thomason was asked to gain further information to enable greater understanding of if any additional land was to be gained. 







            
           ACTION:  Cllr Thomason      
7.2.5
Two storey extension to side, porch and detached garage to front 16 Chandlers Ridge Ref. No:20/0663/FUL – The applicant was present at the meeting. Mr Leyland stated that the plans had been difficult to read, and stated concern of any terracing effect and the need for a step back from the existing building on the extension.  The resident assured that the second storey did step back at the front. The Chair questioned if this was an extension on top of the existing garage. This was confirmed and information given on the location of where a garage would be built. The resident stated that he was a builder and putting the van in the garage was preferable for residents than seeing the van outside, he assured that the brickwork would match the house and that there would be a pitched roof on the new garage.  
7.2.6
Erection of 77 residential dwellings with associated access, landscaping and infrastructure Nunthorpe Grange Ref.  No:20/0658/FUL – to be discussed at the Nunthorpe Vision meeting.
7.3 
Planning Permission in the Parish – The Chair had been asked to write a paper on applying for planning which had been circulated. 
8. PARISH COUNCIL CONSTITUTION AND ORGANISATION

8.1 Financial Report – 
Income/Expenditure - The Clerk advised on expenditure since the previous meeting, the following payments had been made. Parish Clerk salary £323.34 and Town and Parish Council websites £60. 
Budget / precept 21/22 – The Chair stated that there had been concerns in recent years of problems caused by failure to increase the precept in line with inflation. He therefore proposed a 1% increase. Resolved: A 1% increase to the precept was approved. Clerk to inform MC. 
                                                                                                                                                       ACTION: Clerk
8.2 NPC Facebook and Webpage- Cllr Thomason informed that the invoice received was to enable a link on the website to show the Facebook feed. It was noted that Cllr Thomason had offered to facilitate access to NPC Facebook and web page by Parish Councillors on request to him.
8.3 Schedule of meetings – The Chair stated that a proposal had been made at the November meeting to change the Parish Council meetings to bi-monthly. Therefore, meeting in future January, March, May, July, September and November. Resolved: Councillors approved this change.
8.4 Date, Time and items for Next meeting – 6th January 2021 at 7pm – virtual meeting
8.5 Clerks contract of employment –The Parish Council endorsed a proposal, previously circulated, to include a fixed percentage allowance for specified matters. The Chair informed that a revised job description had been circulated and this would be incorporated into the Contract of Employment, which could now be drafted.
Signed ……………………………………………….   Date …………………………………
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