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Constitutional Documents Committee Interim Report to Nunthorpe Parish 
Council for meeting on 19th May 2022 

Members: 
 
Mike Eccles (lead) 
Morgan McClintock 
Adrian Walker 
Angela Livingstone 

Report 
 
The Committee has not met as a group either face to face or online since the last meeting. This has been 
largely due to my ill health. I put out a very optimistic programme to my colleagues on 24th April suggesting a 
tight timeline to review the Standing Orders, The Financial Regulations and The Risk Assessment. The initial 
focus was on the Standing Orders with the intention of bringing a proposal to you at this meeting. 
 
However when I starting my own detailed (forensic – Morgan’s word) review I found it to be hugely time 
consuming as our Standing Orders do not align with the NALC Standing Orders in terms of Main Subject 
Headings and paragraph order. NALC are seen as the leading guide organisation in these matters. I then 
realized that we couldn’t legally use the current NALC Model Standing Orders for copyright reasons as we 
terminated our membership a year ago. We expected to get similar support from Angela’s new membership 
of NACC, but sadly they just point users to the NALC guidance. 
 
Following individual discussions we concluded: 
 
“This is proving to be a considerable task which we are not expecting to have concluded by our forthcoming 
meeting.  
 
“The Committee now proposes the following - 
 
“1. The Parish Council joins NALC for one year to enable use of the NALC database of documents. (When 
we ended NALC Membership last year, we overlooked that lack of NALC Membership prevents us from 
utilisation of NALC’s template for core documents, which have copyright protection - without the availability 
of which our task would be significantly greater.) 
 
“2. The Committee is asked to present each meeting of the Parish Council with one or more draft 
documents until we have complied with all the Policies / Procedures required by law.  
 
“3.  The Committee prioritises review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, and in the short-term 
continues to follow the existing Nunthorpe Parish Council Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.” 
 
I have considerably more detailed information covering the quite extensive scope of work we now find 
ourselves addressing. Please ask if you need more information. All critical exchanges have obviously been 
shared with Angela as she is a key member of the team, and for record-keeping purposes. 
 
Mike Eccles 
07710125441 
Mike.eccles@nunthorpepc.org.uk 
 


